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Graduation Issue

Dunedin High Class of 2021 Graduates!
St. Petersburg - The Class of 2021 — as they gather for
hastily organized graduation ceremonies on the cusp of
“getting back to normal”— graduates are emerging six feet
apart into the sunlight of football fields, plazas and stadiums
in caps, gowns and masks after a year of pandemic isolation,
robbed of so many milestones of American high school life.
Except graduation. They, unlike last year’s class, were able
to carry out this time-honored tradition.
They have managed to get accepted to college, overcome
Fs, deal with trauma, navigate the rules of drive-through
socializing. Some lost a loved one, made a new friend. For
many, the final act of their up-ended high school education
was mass gathering of their entire class since March 2020.
None of the graduation ceremony of what they endured

over the last year could stop the exultation of a senior class
forged by the COVID-19 pandemic. They indeed were
forged by adversity. They improvised, adapted, and overcame all obstacles in front of them.
The scene appeared pretty normal recently at Tropicana
Field for the class and family members as they carried
signs and flowers and assembled in the stadium seats. They
cheered when their senior’s name was called.
Then, the most hopeful sign of all: Dressed in red and black
gowns, the Class of 2021 just couldn’t resist. They clumped
together in groups at the end of the ceremony and hugged
one another after tossing their caps with vigor into the air.
This amazing class had 30 Summa Cum Laude, 26 Magna
Cum Laude, 43 Cum Laude, and 32 students graduate with
distinction. One-third graduated with honors. Way to go!!
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Contact Info
Phone:: 727-276-8357
Email: dunedinorange@gmail.com
Website: www.dunedintimes.com
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/dunedinorange
Instagram: @dunedinorange

From the Editor
Hey Dunedin,
The June issue is always a fun issue that celebrates
the youth of our community as they achieve the
milestone of High School graduation! We wish the
Class of 2021 all the best as they embark on the exciting next phase of their incredible lives.
This issue is packed with events, art, and other
great articles. We hope you enjoy the April Issue.
Please remember to support our advertising partners and local business which is the heartbeat of
our quaint and fun town. Enjoy the start of Spring
and this incredible time of year in Dunedin. Take a
moment out to stop and smell the roses, listen to the
birds, or watch the tide roll in. We live in paradise
and if you slow down for a moment, you can regain
a sense of wonder and appreciation for our beautiful spot on this big rock!
God Bless the US and all of you,
James Brett
The Dunedin Times is not associated or part of The City
of Dunedin.
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Dunedin High Baseball Team
Regional Champs Represent Their
Hometown Well!

High School athletics teach so much when it comes to
character development. This year’s Dunedin High School
baseball team was a shining example of the character
posessed by the kids in our town. Head Coach Kevin
Kearns in his first year led these players by example and it
showed in their season. Kearns, assisted by Doug Baker,
Kris Wilson, and Steven Turgeion, put a season together
driven my motivated players which shows great promise
for the future.
The team boasted a winning record of 18-13 which drove
them into the playoffs. The team won 5 straight playoff
games and claim the 4a Region 3 Championship. They
advanced semifinal round of the 4a State Championships
where they were slightly beaten by North Broward prep
6 runs to 7. Although they were stopped there, these kids
deserve the highest accolades after overcoming adversity
and stomping teams with better records in the playoffs.
Way to go Falcons, see you on the diamond next year!

Dunedin Falcons Baseball 4a District &
RegionalChamps

Roster: Noah Bukolt, Josh Lopez, Jason Parasco, Marcus
Brodil, Austin Lederhouse, Jessiah Branch, Brady Byers,
Trey Beard, Roc Helton, Connor Russell, Bryan Loos,
Brandon Kallas, Dylan Oester, Camden Gregory, Jack
Johnson, Mason Orlowski, Luke Oester, Greyson McNeil,
Dezyl Miller, A.J. Shelton, Caleb Lawson, Andrew Wilms,
Bryce Talley
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Food & Entertaining
for trips will also make them special, giving kids
something to look forward to.

Family Road Trip Hacks
When you’re on a road trip, every parent knows the
journey can be a challenge. Long hours waiting or
riding can test any kid’s - or parent’s - patience. With
a little preparation, however, you can ensure your
family (and you) will be happier throughout your trip.

Drinks and snacks
A small cooler can help keep drinks and fruit chilled
during your ride. “You’ll also want to pack snacks
that aren’t too messy, including some with protein
to keep your family fueled up,” says Kirkpatrick.
When passing fast food restaurants and candy-filled
rest stops that leave your family begging for sweets,
Quest Hero Protein Bars can satisfy your family’s
desire for a crispy, crunchy and creamy snack. With a
satiating 15-18g protein and 1 gram of sugar per bar,
they are a perfect sweet treat or snack. Two new flavors have recently been added to their line-up: Cookies and Cream and Chocolate Coconut.

On-the-road games
Some old classics don’t need prep, but a little planning can create new spins on old games to keep them
“One major challenge can be making sure your family fun and challenging.
members are well fed and hydrated while you travel,
to prevent them from getting ‘hangry’ or resorting
* Track your map: Print a map of your route and
to high-sugar, low-nutrient snacks,” says nutritionpost on the back of the front seats so kids can follow
ist Kristin Kirkpatrick, MS, RDN. “Planning snacks
along. Use colored markers to indicate the route and
and drinks ahead is worth the effort for a happier,
use a dot for snack stops or other locations. At each
healthier trip.”Here are some travel hacks to make the stop, have kids mark where you are on the map.
journey almost as much fun as getting to your destination.The best way to prep for a car trip is planning
* Scenery bingo: You could also create bingo cards
age-appropriate activities and packing essentials - like with landmarks or scenery you’ll see on your route.
snacks and water bottles. Keeping toys reserved only
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“GOLDEN AGE OF HOLLYWOOD” Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. *____ Code, or self-censorship guidelines for movies
5. Ship pronoun
8. ____ vera plant
12. Tiny piece of anything
13. Dateless one
14. Twist and distort
15. “Animal House” party
garb
16. Cantatrice’s offering
17. Frost-covered
18. *Mary ____, star of 52
films and recipient of 1976
Academy Honorary Award
20. Rounded protuberance
21. Breaks off
22. Crime scene acronym
23. One who insists on implementing #1 Across
26. Anxiety, pl.
30. U.N. working-conditions agency
31. A-one

34. Do like exhaust pipe
35. Students’ dwellings
37. Between sol and ti
38. Parkinson’s disease drug
39. Larger-than-life
40. For the most part
42. ____ Aviv
43. Allow to rejoin
45. Between Paleocene and
Oligocene
47. FEMA provisions, e.g.
48. *Instrument central to
1945’s “A Song to Remember”
50. Manage without help
52. *Marx Brothers’ 1933
classic
55. Florentine iris
56. Fourth largest Great
Lake
57. *Hitchcock’s “The Man
Who ____ Too Much”
59. Make children, biblical
60. Malicious look

61. Highest volcano in Europe
62. Object of worship
63. Always, in verse
64. Like happy people’s
glassesin China
DOWN
1. *Humphrey Bogart’s Fedora, e.g.
2. At the summit
3. Hanna-Barbera anthropomorphic bear
4. Kellogg’s Sugar ____
5. Leather razor sharpener
6. Often used to pull #22
Across
7. Archaic expression of
surprise
8. *Like “Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs”
9. Mary’s pet
10. Nabisco sandwich
11. Former times

*”The Snows of Kilimanjaro” type of adventure
14. Straining sound
19. Nautical measures
22. Party bowlful
23. Pressed beverage
24. Skip the big wedding
25. Waterwheel
26. *Drew Barrymore’s
grandfather
27. What actors do
28. Mature, as in fruit
29. Like an expired cracker
32. Surveyor’s map
33. “Mai” follower
36. *Hattie ____, first African-American to win an
Oscar
38. City in France
40. Prefix for central
41. Deep throat, e.g.
44. Middle
46. Slow ____ or pressure
____
48. Baby food, e.g.
49. More unfriendly
50. *Ginger’s dance and
movie partner
51. Therefore or consequently
52. Mark for omission
53. Archaic “to”
54. Back-to-school purchase, pl.
55. ____-Wan Kenobi
58. *Bing Crosby’s 1944
movie “Going My ____”
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Upcoming Dunedin Events
Thurs June 17 @8pm Live and Unplugged with Nilu
and Sunnie at 8pm @ The Nest at Caracara, 730 Broadway Join us for the first live music event in The Nest! Nilu
and Sunnie are going to serenade the room from 8-11PM

step instruction from a papercutting professional, Margot of
Inky Fingers Calligraphy. No experience necessary.
Ticket includes: full step by step instruction, take-home
framed and matted masterpiece, specialty cocktail, and valet parking. All materials for the class are included.

Bar & Grill, 1056 Main Street.Join us at D-Town Bar and
Grill for our first annual pride party! Come celebrate equality for all with drinks, food, karaoke and a very special drag
performance! all ages are welcome, but of course must 21
or to order drinks! $5 cover comes with a free drink on us!
Sun Jun 27 Events at Hob Open House + Showcase
12:00 pm to 4:00 pm @ HoB Brewing Co, 931 Huntley
Avenue.Our new event pavilion will be finished by the new
year. We have already began booking dates in 2021. And we
want to show the finished space off. We will be having an
open house to celebrate. Experience what an event would
look like in this gorgeous space, while meeting an array of
vendors in attendance to discuss all things events. Receive
25% off your deposit if you book with HOB Events that
day! Free to attend. Vendors: We will also be showcasing
vendors. If interested in being a vendor email events@hob.
beer. Note: We are limiting to only one vendor per category listed on application. So reserve your spot quick. Price
ranges from $50-$150.
Sun Jun 27 Boots and Lace! Live Music! from 3:00pm to
6:00pm @ AMVETS USS Cole Post 67, Dunedin.
Live Music from Boots and Lace! Food will be available,
also. Open to members and their guests!
Mon Jun 28 4th of July Papercutting Papercut from
6:00pm to 8:00pm @ Fenway Hotel, Autograph Collection, 453 Edgewater Dr a 4th of July design with step by

Fri Jul 2 Matt Plaisted First Friday Solo from 7:00pm
to 10:00pm @ The Dunedin Smokehouse, 471 Main St.
Join me every first Friday in 2021 at the Dunedin Smokehouse for great food, drinks, people, al fresco dining, and
live music!
Mon Jun 21 2021 at 08:30 am to Jun 25 2021 3:30 pm
Turns, Leaps, Tricks, Tumbling Ages 13+ @ Dreamer’s
Dance Company, 1284 County Road 1, Dunedin In this
technique intensive camp, students will work on dance
turns, leaps, tricks, and acro! Register Today at www.
DreamersDanceCo.com!

Fri Jun 18 Sam Williams from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm
@ The HONU, 516 Grant St. More guitar stuff at the Thu Jul 8 Paint and Sip Party at HOB Brewing
Company from 6:00pm to 9:00pm @ HoB Brew
amazing Honu!
Mon Jun 21 at 08:30 am to Jun 25 3:30 pm. Slumber ing Co, 931 Huntley Avenue. Join Amber and Carrie
Party Camp Ages 5-9 * @ Dreamer’s Dance Company, at HOB Brewing Company for an evening of paint1284 County Road 1, Dunedin Only 1 Spot Left! *Rec- ing and sipping! The outdoor rooftop pavilion is the
reational camps with fun themes. Students will enjoy dance perfect place to enjoy step by step instructions from a
classes, crafts, games and more! Register Today at www. painting professional. Aprons, canvases, painting supDreamersDanceCo.com!
plies and one complimentary beer or wine will be proMon Jun 21 2021 at 08:30 am to Jun 25 2021 3:30 pm
vided. Just bring yourself and dress casually!
Turns, Leaps, Tricks, Tumbling Ages 13+ @ Dreamer’s Friends are encouraged!*Photo of painting is provided
Dance Company, 1284 County Road 1, Dunedin In this under discussion tab* **Please RSVP on event page
technique intensive camp, students will work on dance
so we have proper head count** ***Payment to be
turns, leaps, tricks, and acro! Register Today at www.
accepted day of event. Total Price is $42. Includes 1
DreamersDanceCo.com!
Sat Jun 26 1st Annual Pride Party at 10pm @ D-Town drink, canvas, apron and supplies ***
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We try to bring you a comprehensive list of events within
Dunedin. We appreciate all suggestions for upcoming events
in Dunedin and look forward continually promoting businesses and events in town!
Email us at dunedinorange@gmail.com with any events.

Dunedin Times Flashback

Thursday June 10, 1965 Graduation Day Is Here
June 11 is the long awaited date on which will be culminated four yearn of hard work for some 350 graduates at
the Dunedin High School. Commencement exercises will
be held at 8 p.m., June 11, at the school with address by
Thomas H. Rothchild, director of secondary curriculum for
the Pinellas County Board of Public Instruction. Roll call
of graduating seniors will be by Francis Freeman, assistant
principal, and H. R. Danford, principal, will award diplomas. Donald J. Turner, president of the senior class, will
welcorrfe the group and after the address will present the
class gift, a landscaped area on the school campus.

of the Union Methodist Church, giving the sermon. His subject was “We Deceive Ourselves.” The Rev. C. W. Solberg,
pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, Clearwater, gave the invocation and the Rev. David Bronstein, American secretary
of the International Hebrew-Christian Alliance, gave the
benediction. Scripture was read by the Rev. Edison L. Russell, pastor of the First Methodist Church. Processional and
recessional, which were “The Church’s One Foundation”
and “Lead On, O King Eternal,” w«re played by Miss Zona
Gale Thaden, organist, who also accompanied the singing
of two hymns.

Invocation will be given by the Rev. C. W. Solberg, pastor of the Grace Lutheran Church, and benediction by the
Rev. David Bronstein, American secretary, International
Hebrew-Christian Alliance. Processional, “Pomp and Circumstance,” and recessional, “March of the War Priests,”
will be played by Miss Zona Gale Thaden, organist. Bac
calaureate was held at the Dunedin High School Sunday
afternoon, June 6, at 4 with the Rev. Grant Hinshaw, pastor
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Business & Technology
example, Motiv powered by Eturi Corp., is the world’s first
mobile app delivering productivity metrics to CEOs,
managers and leaders. The app features analytics in concise
graphs that collectively function as a virtual corner office
vantage point. This can help to smooth out communication
and collaboration, and give you insights into whether your
team is running efficiently. Easily adopted by small
and medium-sized businesses, which have been underserved by existing productivity solutions, Motiv is available
through the iOS App Store and Google Play Store. To learn
more, visit motivapp.com.

5 Tips for On-the-Go Business Owners
(StatePoint) Does your business take you places? Whether
you work remotely or you’re on the road often, here are five
tips to better manage operations from anywhere.
• Treat yourself: When traveling for business, it’s important
to arrive at your destination energized and ready to meet
clients, investors and partners. With that said, it’s worthwhile to consider strategies for streamlining the logistics
of getting from point A to point B. For example, you may
want to apply for TSA PreCheck, a convenience that comes
at a cost, but one that can save you significant hassle at the
airport. Or, if you frequently hit the road, consider acquiring an electronic toll collection pass for the highways and
byways you use most often. This can save you money and
help you avoid time-consuming bottlenecks.
• Lean on new tech: Whenever you’re away from your
home base, it’s especially important to keep a finger on the
heartbeat of your company. New technology can help. For
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• Maintain your “open door” policy: The same open door
approach to management that works when you and your
team are sharing a physical space can be virtually replicated when you’re on-the-go or otherwise away from your
staff. Make sure key members of your team know how and
when they can best reach you.
• Stay connected: Most business owners can’t afford to go
off the grid for too long. When you’re on-the-go, be sure
to bring chargers for all your devices, a battery pack and a
Wi-Fi hotspot. This way, you leave nothing to chance.
• Schedule your social: If social media plays a big role in
your customer engagement or marketing strategy, be sure
to schedule your social media posts when you know you’re
going to be out-of-pocket for a long stretch. Using a social
media dashboard like Hootsuite, you can set it and forget
it. If you’re like many business owners today, you’re regularly on the go. Be sure to take advantage of the latest tools
and strategies to avoid the most common bumps and snags
that can occur with remote management.

Downtown Project Coming

Living
Consisting of just 18 exclusive luxury residences, each
The winds of change are blowing for the lot located on the unit has been meticulously curated and designed.

Dunedin Courtyard Coming Our Way

corner of Douglas Avenue and Main Street downtown.With
an unparalleled location centered in Downtown Dunedin,
The Courtyard on Main fuses high-end restaurant, retail, office, and luxury residential space into a bold new vision for
contemporary living.

Retail
Retail & Restaurant spaces along the ground level of the
structure bring in valuable commercial frontage along bustling Main St, Douglas Avenue, and the Pinellas Trail.With

Each condominium features high-quality concrete
construction with exemplary noise-cancellation, gourmet kitchens with frameless all-wood cabinetry, stone
countertops, expansive outdoor balconies, and luxurious finishes throughout. Condos range from 1,450 to
2,212 square feet.

Offices
Prioritizing walkability and well-being, the creativean ideal location in the downtown core, Tenants will
ly designed office building in the downtown core is a
have access to up to 40’ of landscaped patio for outlively space for your company to grow and thrive.
door dining and other creative applications.
The project will be great for living, working and play!

Dunedin Times

9

Family & Parenting

Playtime: It’s Not Just for Kids,
Say Experts
(StatePoint) While most of us associate playtime with
childhood, adults are increasingly acknowledging the importance of play and leisure time for themselves.

household’s cuisine of choice) and break out games and
puzzles. You might even consider planning themed trivia
nights delving into your favorite subjects.

A new survey commissioned by The Genius of Play and
conducted by OnePoll finds that 89% of adults have learned
to appreciate the importance of play and leisure time over
the past year. What’s more, 84% say taking time to play
helps them be more productive at work.

• Hop in the Car: Whether you choose a destination that
allows you to simply relax, or you take on a more active
adventure, a trip can broaden your horizons and rejuvenate
you when you’re feeling down or just trapped in the daily
routine. Consider taking a just-for-fun trip on your own,
with a friend or partner, or pack up the car and bring the
kids.

“You’re never too young or too old to play,” says Anna Yudina, senior director of marketing initiatives at The Toy Association, which spearheads The Genius of Play. “In fact,
research links play with a number of wellness benefits in
adults, such as reducing stress, boosting life satisfaction,
and empowering people to be creative, flexible thinkers.”
To incorporate play into your life, consider these tips from
The Genius of Play:
• Take on a Hobby: Seventy percent of adults picked up a
new hobby or leisure activity over the past year -- and with
good reason. Hobbies can be a source of positive emotions,
get you outdoors, encourage physical activity and social interactions, and spark creativity. From roller skating to dancing to crafting to playing an instrument, consider taking on
a new, playful hobby or revisiting one you enjoyed during
childhood.
• Plan a Game Night: While play often occurs spur-ofthe-moment, life is hectic and schedules are jam-packed.
Consider scheduling time for fun to ensure it happens.For
example, make one evening each week a totally screenfree, stress-free experience. Order pizza (or your
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• Bring out Your Inner Child: Parents, grandparents and
other adults with a kid in their life can spend more time
playing with the little ones. Not only is play the perfect way
to bond, research highlights a number of associated health
benefits. Those who play with children burn 20% more
calories per week, and researchers link playfulness to creativity, spontaneity and positive attitudes. Intergenerational
play can help adults maintain cognitive skills as they age
and even extend their life. A study published in the journal
“Evolution and Human Behavior” found that grandparents
who help out with grandchildren live longer.
If you’re looking for some inspiration, visit thegeniusofplay.org for tons of fun, free games and downloadable activities. “While our primary mission is educating parents
and caregivers about play’s vital role in child development,
adults need time to play too,” says Yudina. “We hope to motivate people of all ages to play more -- whether it’s by embracing personal hobbies or by spending more time playing
with their kids.”

Announcements
Among Us (Online) for Teens & Youth
brought to you by the Dunedin Library.

Join us each week this summer to play with fellow library
patrons (Crewmates vs. Imposters) every Thursday!
Thursdays - June 17th through July 29th 3:30 - 5:00 pm
The Among Us app is FREE in Android and iOS APP
stores. Contact Miss Katherine for logging on assistance
at 727-298-3080 ext. 1722 orkkastanis@dunedinfl.net and
contact Youth Services for more information at 727-2983080 ext. 1732.

Dunedin Parks and Recreation offers “Multiplayer Gaming Night” held at the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Recreation Center for ages
9-14!
Ages 9-14 Fridays, 7-9:00 pm (see dates & themes below)
Free with paid admission to the Teen Room ($3 per person). Join us at the MLK, Jr. Recreation Center and go
head-to-head in different multiplayer video game tournaments. Prizes offered to the winners and light snacks provided.
Friday, July 23: Gamer’s Choice Battle & Pizza Rolls
MLK, Jr. Recreation Center
550 Laura Lane
Dunedin, FL 34698
For more information, call 727-738-2920 or visit our webpage to view more programs offered at the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Recreation Center.

Contemporary Book Discussion Group

Date: 06/22/2021 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM This month we
are discussing the book The Yellow House by Sarah M.
Broom.Contact Mark at myoung@dunedinfl.net to receive
your invitation link to the discussion group.
Curious about our book clubs? Visit our book club web
page for more information! LINK: https://www.dunedingov.com/city-departments/library/adult/contemporarybook-discussion-group

Dunedin Times

11

Featured Dunedin Graduates

Moshe Singerman
Vince Lombardi said, “Winning is not a sometime thing;
it’s an all the time thing. You don’t win once in a while; you
don’t do things right once in a while; you do them right all
of the time. Winning is a habit. Unfortunately, so is losing.
There is no room for second place. There is only one place
in my game, and that’s first place. I have finished second
twice in my time at Green Bay, and I don’t ever want to
finish second again. There is a second place bowl game, but
it is a game for losers played by losers. It is and always has
been an American zeal to be first in anything we do.”
Moshe Singerman is now a Dunedin High School graduate
and he has exhibited excellence in academics by winning on
a daily basis. His dedication paid off when he claimed the
title of Valedictorian of the Dunedin High Class of 2021. He
did this with an astounding 4.65 gpa.
When a student does this, parental credit is also deserved
for raising such an incredible individual. He is the son of
Jamie and Angela Singerman. Great job folks!
Moshe will be attending the University of Florida in the Fall
and majoring in biology. Best of luck to you young man in
your future endeavors and job well done!
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Dunedin High Softball

Girls Softball Team Ends Season Claiming District Title
The boys in Dunedin had a great season, but the girls
weren’t ready to give them the entire spotlight. Coached
by Gary Kifer, these girls displayed unity, heart, and athleticism. They began the season as a team on a mission to win.
They finished the season at 17-10.

Roster: Mariah Gradzki, Kloey Croce, Gianna Ondrey,
Alana Gautreaux, Hailee Fiske, Kendall Rubel, Tikiya
McDuffy, Tiauna McDuffy, Annalisa Mercer, Brooke Bonalewich, Hannah Chichester, Kimmy London, Makayla Oster, Natalie Hiles, Mckenzie Feeney, Jaclyn Ellison, Grace
Mclemore, Hannah Lulek, Katlyn Martin, Myah Ceron

If we think back a year ago, much was cancelled and these
kids were just thankful to do what they love. They were
happy to be outside with their team playing a game that is
an American pasttime.
The beauty of this team is that they excelled at what they
did and played with conviction and dedication. They advanced do the district championship and won. The surge
ended against Wesley Chapel in a 15-6 heart breaking loss.
The fact is that they ended the season with a District Title
and experience to come back next year and advance deeper
into the playoffs. I will predict that a state championship
season is brewing for our Lady Falcons!

Dunedin Times
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Featured Rescue Animals

Meet Church
This gorgeous boy is 3.5-month-old, 22 lb. hound mix
Church. He has been learning good puppy manners in one
of our awesome foster homes for the past few weeks and
now the sweet boy is ready for his forever family. Let’s read
what his foster mom said about him…
“Church enjoys playing with all size of dogs, and love all
his puppy-safe chew toys and stuffies. He is curious about
our cats, but not annoying.
Church has been a real joy to have in my home. He likes
car rides to parks for fun walks or just around the neighborhood. He loves meeting new people, and thinks everyone is
out walking just to meet him.
Church will need a 6-foot fenced yard to run and play in.
He is crate and potty trained, and still working on his puppy
play manners so children 8 years or older would be best.”
Church has been neutered, microchipped and he is up-todate on vaccines. Interested in meeting him? Please email
us at Adoptions@SuncoastAnimalLeague.org.
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Florida Day Trips
Take a Trip To Alexander Springs
Alexander Springs Recreation Area is located in the Ocala
National Forest near the beautiful, turquoise waters of Alexander Springs. With forested scenery and abundant water,
the recreation area offers camping, swimming, canoeing,
scuba diving (for certified divers), hiking, birding and wildlife viewing. The Ocala National Forest, located in north
central Florida, spans four counties and 383,000 acres. It is
the southernmost and oldest national forest east of the Mississippi River, and protects the world’s largest contiguous
sand pine scrub forest.

Facilities

The camping area contains four loops of campsites within
an easy walk of the swimming and picnicking area. The sites
are shaded with level parking pads for RVs and plenty of
space for tents. No hookups are available. Restrooms have
flush toilets and showers. Camping necessities and firewood
are available at a small general store.

Natural Features

Alexander Springs is among 27 first-magnitude springs in
Florida, and is by far one of the easiest for visitors to enjoy.
The water is a constant 72 degrees and extraordinarily clear
with a sandy bottom. The area is subtropical, surrounded
by a floodplain forest of maples, sweet gum and cabbage
palms. Alligators, turtles, deer, raccoons, black bear and numerous birds make their home in the national forest.

Recreation

Visitors can swim, snorkel and dive year-round in the crystalline waters of the spring. The spring is the only place in
the Ocala National Forest where scuba diving is permitted, and a broad and naturally gently sloped spring pool
becomes a natural water park where visitors can picnic,
swim and play. Fishing and canoeing are popular outside
the swimming area. Anglers can bring a rod and reel and
head down to one of the platforms along the Timucuan Trail
to drop a line in Alexander Run. Visitors can rent canoes or
bring their own and paddle down Alexander Run into the
Alexander Springs Wilderness. Day hikers will appreciate
a short interpretive trail on a boardwalk over the spring and
through the palm trees. They can also access two segments
of the 1,400-mile Florida National Scenic Trail, which runs
through the entire national forest.
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Nearby Attractions

Visitors can explore the surrounding Alexander Springs
Wilderness Area. A paddle down the spring run is the best
option to explore the mosaic of hardwood swamp, hardwood forest and scrub habitats and spot the animals that live
there. The Ocala National Forest is notable for its extensive off-road trail system catering to both ATV enthusiasts
and Jeeps, as well as being a traditional destination for deer
hunters from around Central Florida. These opportunities
are available within a short drive of Alexander Springs.

Getting There

Alexander Springs Recreation Area is located along County
Road 445 in the northeast corner of Lake County between
Astor and Altoona, Florida. From I-75, take Highway 40
east through Ocala and Silver Springs approximately 40
miles to Highway 19. Go south on Highway 19 approximately 5 miles to Country Road 445. Go east on 445 for 5
miles to the campground. From I-95, take the Ocala/Silver
Springs Exit (Highway 40) west for approximately 35 miles
to Highway 19. Go south on Highway 19 approximately 5
miles to County Road 445. Go east on 445 for 5 miles to the
campground.

Contact Information

Mailing Address
49525 CR 445, ALTOONA, FL 32702
Phone Number
For campground inquiries, please call: 352-669-3522

